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Ogle County Community 

Mental Health Board 

   

            
 

 MINUTES OF THE   

November 4, 2021 Meeting 

 

On November 4, 2021 Dorothy Bowers called a meeting of the 708 Board to order at 7:30 

a.m. utilizing Zoom meeting ID 394-790-2090, at the call of the secretary and notice given 

to each board member and notice posted at the Ogle County Courthouse. Dorothy Bowers 

presided. 

 

The secretary called the roll:  

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  

Dorothy Bowers (President/Ogle County Board Liaison) 

Marcella Haushahn 

Haley Whaley 

Amy Zbinden Henkel 

(2 open seats) 

 

ABSENT:  
Kathleen Wilson (Vice-President)  

Renee Barnhart (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Margaret Tyne  

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  
Easter Seals represented by Patti Mook 

HOPE represented by Ruth Carter 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois represented by Chris Mills 

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling, Inc. represented by Erica Engler 

Serenity represented by Angie Theisen 

Shining Star represented by Jessica Cash 

Sinnissippi Center’s Inc. represented by Stacy Kemp and Ashley Koza 

Village of Progress represented by Brion Brooks 

 

The Chair announced that we have a quorum.  

 

Proposed Agenda - Approve  

Amy Zbinden Henkel moved to accept the agenda as presented. 

Marcella Haushahn seconded.  

Motion carried unanimously. 
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Minutes: October 2021 - Review and approve  

Amy Zbinden Henkel moved to approve the meeting minutes as presented.  

Marcella Haushahn seconded.  

Motion carried unanimously.    

 

Agency Vouchers: November 2021 - Review and approve 

Haley Whaley moved to approve the vouchers as submitted.  

Marcella Haushahn seconded.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Financial Report: November 2021 - Approve  

Marcella Haushahn moved to approve the financial reports as presented.  

Amy Zbinden Henkel seconded.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Officer’s Report: 

 

President - Dorothy Bowers – Stated Kathe Wilson was not on the agenda but was able to 

give a little speech during open discussion to the Ogle County Board at their last meeting 

and did a great job. 

 

Vice President - Kathleen Wilson – Not present. 

 

Unfinished Business and Possible: 

 

708 Facebook Page Committee (Renee Barnhart and Kathleen Wilson) – Neither present 

for a report 

 

Brochure – No comments on the brochure for filling the empty space. Will have Fischers 

print and fold and will submit for payment when invoice comes in. 

 

2 Vacant Seat – Dorothy stated that she has not heard from anyone regarding the open 

seats. Justine asked about running some more ads to try and get the word out and it was 

agreed to move forward in that direction. 

 

Funds Balance FY 20-21 – Discuss for disbursement in November – Currently there is 

approximately a balance of $6,000+ but Justine is going to run the HSD in the paper and 

some ads to try and get interest in the open seats. Will also be printing brochures when 

approved. Those invoices will be submitted by the end of the month. 

 

Human Service Directory – review for corrections, when to run again? – Justine stated 

we are still waiting for confirmation on corrections but she will follow up if they are not 

received soon. Once corrections are made then we will run it again in the paper.  

 

New Business, discussion and possible action: 

 

Set calendar for the Fiscal Year 21-22 
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Calendar for Fiscal Year 21-22 

Amy Zbinden Henkel moved to approve the calendar as presented.  

Haley Whaley seconded.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

708 Analyses - Justine sent out for review and if anyone had any questions in regards to 

where we are sitting for the next year. 

 

Liaison Report: 

 

Shining Star – Jessica Cash has stepped into the director roll and will have a meeting on 

Wednesday November 10th. She previously worked at Shining Star for 6 years and left 

last fall and just came back last week as the Executive Director. They also had Katie 

Colina start as a new counselor on October 15th. She will be seeing kids and adults. 

Kendra Plat has started as the new Forensic Interviewer. She was a CAC from JoDavies 

County. With them starting they are now fully staffed and able to move forward without 

vacancies. Focusing on getting counseling and interview numbers back up. 

 

Ogle County Cares Coalition – Renee was not present to report. 

 

Agency Reports: 

 

Newspaper Article –  

November - Hospice 

 

Serenity Hospice and Home – Angie Theisen reported that is National Hospice and 

Palliative Care month and they are going to be focusing through media outlets to educate 

people on Palliative Care. Some of their families have opened up and shared some stories 

so they will be sharing those as well. They are going to be doing a church service live on 

Sunday to honor all of those they have served by calling out their names. This allows the 

families to reconnect with the nurses and all who helped serve them during their time in 

need. Found in the past that this aids in closure. The bereavement department is 

continuing to return to more in person meetings and they are back in the Polo schools. 

They have an 8-week class starting in the community for people that have recently lost 

someone. Also focusing on anyone that has recently lost a parent. Their widows class 

continues to grow. Had mandatory staff training with their bereavement department for 

all clinical staff so they can be educated in what to say and not to say at a death. It was 

well received and they are thinking that they will offer it to the community in the future. 

They currently have an ambulance service that is staffed through some of the fire 

departments in the area. They are often first on the scene for a death and members have 

shown an interest in taking the class. The nurses where overwhelmed with what they 

learned and how much more comfortable they are with dealing with the families when 

they are first on the scene for a death. There is a nice handout for the class and it is 

approximately an hour long and can be conducted for more of a community meeting. It 

focuses on techniques that their bereavement department has learned over the years. 

 

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. – Stacie Kemp (Chief Operating Officer) filled in for Patrick 

who was on vacation. Following up with things Patrick may have touched on previously. 
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They are the recipient of Certified Community Behavioral Health Center Grant that 

started in September. Accordingly, the most recent initiative has been to increase their 

Psychiatric Services. This has been a standing challenge because affording this service 

always seems to be a losing battle. With this grant they are able to bring on two part-time 

additional psychiatric providers starting in the new year. One will be focusing mostly on 

medicine assisted treatments for individuals with alcohol and opioid use disorders and the 

other will with adults. Through the grant they are also working on opening a drop-in 

center in Dixon. This will be a place for individuals to get social support and they can 

share with others in a less formal environment but also have access to other services if 

needed. They are still dealing with a workforce shortage and trying to fill approximately 

30 open positions. They are trying to keep up with the rising needs of the community and 

triage as much as possible. 

 

Village of Progress – Brion Brooks reported they have had a couple of Halloween 

parties. One at the Oregon Park District and was a lot of fun. The village relies on a 14 

passenger buses with lifts to transport consumers. Usually, IDOT gives out grants yearly 

to provide like agencies with new buses. The state has not offered these in the past 4 

years. It usually takes 2 years after a grant is approved to then receive the bus. The 

current fleet is growing older. Coincidentally Brion was able to find another agency in 

Rockford that had 3 busses with approximately half the miles that their oldest buses have. 

It appears that IDOT will transfer those to VOP in the next month or so, then the old 

buses will get transferred to IDOT for them to assign to another agency. The past couple 

of months have been increasing focus on getting their consumers out in the community 

for socialization and education during ordinary activities for others. As they continue to 

do this, they are realizing how much exposure they have lacked. Many have never been 

in a car as their only transportation has been through busing. Or things like going to the 

post office and getting the mail, they experience stairs for the first time. The VOP and 

much of the housing is handicapped accessible so this is not a normal situation for them. 

As things evolve, they understand that more emphasis will be placed on daily activities 

and not as much on manufacturing and assembly work for day service programs. 

 

Easter Seals – Patti Mook reported October was a very busy time. The first week they 

had their 12th Annual Mom’s Retreat with six women from Ogle County attend. Carla 

Belzer from the Ogle County Extension Office did a presentation on mindfulness. It was a 

very low-key weekend. The ladies enjoyed the time connecting with one another. Patti 

helped with the Halloween Bash that was put on through the Oregon Park District at 

Oregon Park West, with almost 200 people attending. They held a behavior training 

seminar with 58 attendees relating to student IEP through Zoom. Saturday from 10-2 they 

are hosting a sibling workshop at Nash covering the topic of “Gratefulness”. On 

November 26 & 27 they will be co-hosting the Sensory Santa again with the Oregon 

Public Library during the Candlelight Walk. They sent a flyer out yesterday and are 

taking reservations for 10-minute sessions to allow for cleaning afterwards. There will 

also be make and take crafts for the kids to take home. 

 

Hope – Ruth Carter reported they finished their “Paws for Peace Campaign” running 

through the month of October that included 30 participants with about 45 pet pictures. 

This campaign helps to create awareness to the link of animal abuse and domestic abuse. 

They have moved on to their “Adopt a Family Program” that helps gather Christmas gifts 
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for families in need. Diana Silva from HOPE of Ogle County is putting this together for 

the year. They have hired Freddie De La Trinidad is the Latinx Outreach Counselor and 

he will be starting on Monday. He has experience working in the Rockford area in carrier 

counseling. He holds a degree in Spanish language and writing from U of I. Has many 

resources for the Latinx population and survivors. Marisol Martinez the walk-in services 

coordinated has moved on to become the new victim advocate at the Ogle County States 

Attorney office. They have moved Delphi Hernandez, a teen and adult counselor, into the 

supervisor position of the counseling program. Kelly Kempson has moved into the 

Supervisor of the Court Advocacy Program. There is also a new court advocacy office for 

Ogle County in the commerce building in Oregon. There is more room for offices and 

meetings and room to host sessions for counseling and childcare if needed during 

appointments. 

 

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois – Chris Mills reported that they are coming off a 

really busy October. They have had booths in the community to share about the work 

they do and transitioning back to serving people in person every weekend in October. 

The employees volunteered to do this as they see the importance of their work. They have 

received lots of requests for the “Hidden in Plain Sight” exhibit and are struggling to 

keep up with all of them. They have done some in October with more planned for 

November with more requests coming. They are excited about getting the display back 

out and sharing with adults in the community about different drug trends that are 

emerging. Making them aware of how to appropriately respond to youth if they see the 

warning signs. The response for getting back in schools and teaching curriculum has been 

tremendous. Between both of the prevention programs (violence and substance abuse) in 

October they served over 730 youth. They are doing the best they can with managing 

schedules to meet the requests and partner with all eligible schools in Ogle County and 

the 3 surrounding counties that they serve. They are busy preparing for any influx and 

referrals with the holiday season approaching. The holiday decorations are a trigger for 

some people and reminds them of different experiences. They are seeing a greater 

demand for services and are trying to keep up with hiring new employees. 

 

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling – Erica Engler reported they are back in the 

schools’ full force doing individual and groups with their prevention program. This 

increases the call-ins with survivors and they are adequately prepared for this. They are in 

the middle of raffle fundraiser “Raising Hope with RSAC” on Facebook and it is going 

very well. That will run a couple more weeks and finish at the end of November. Erica is 

optimistic that they have filled the empty Prevention Educator position they have been 

trying to fill since July.   

 

Public Comment: 

 

There being no objection the meeting was adjourned. 

 

The next regular meeting will be December 2, 2021 via Zoom only with NO physical 

presence.   

 

Respectfully submitted,     

Justine Messenger    
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Secretary to the Board    815-238-1829 occmh708bd@gmail.com 

 

Approved:  December 2, 2021 

 

______________________________ ___________________________ 

Dorothy Bowers, President              Renee Barnhart, Secretary/Treasurer 


